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COME DANCE WITH ME Trannon Mosher, at the University of Colorado where he was pursing
As is the Crater Foundation
Newsletter tradition, each
issue we honor a Crater
graduate who has gone
on to make a significant
impact in the world. We
are especially pleased to
present 1995 graduate
Cari Cunningham, in this
issue. As you will read,
dance is the integral part of
this entire article, and it all
started at Crater.
Like many of her
classmates, Cari was an active and involved student. She was an honor
student, served as the yearbook editor, was a Rotary Student of the
Month and received the four year Central Point Rotary Scholarship.
She attended Girl’s State and was the Crater representative for the
1995 Pear Blossom court, ultimately being selected the Pear Blossom
Queen. But all of these activities and recognition pales in comparison
to helping start in 1993 along with classmate, Tammi Wallin, the Crater
Dance Team. Cari relates, “I remember being teased for my physical
approach to learning, namely my inability to simply walk to class. I
danced in every hallway at Crater!”
Upon graduation from high school, Cari went on to the University of
Oregon where she had been accepted into the Robert D. Clark Honor’s
College and had received the prestigious four-year Ford Family
Foundation scholarship. While she stated that she was a student first at
Crater and a dancer second, it was at the U of O where she discovered
that academia and dance could be fused. Indeed, she received a
Bachelor of Arts in Dance in 1999. As part of her Honor’s College
obligation, she was required to do an honor’s thesis and writes, “I
believe I was only the second person to ever pursue an undergraduate
choreographic thesis, the presentation of both a written and a danced
document in fulfillment of the honor’s thesis requirement.”
Still, with that dance degree, Ms. Cunningham was not convinced
that dance would provide her the income stability that she wanted,
but, after a “miserable six months in Portland working as a barista,”
she applied for an internship at Jacob’s Pillow Dance Festival in
Massachusetts. This led to three years in New York City working for
the Alvin Ailey Dance Foundation, the Ailey School and as a freelance
writer for Dance Spirit magazine. By then, she was convinced that her
career would be in some way, dance. However she desired further
education, so she applied for the Master of Fine Arts in Dance program

two very different degrees, one in modern dance and the other in
aerospace engineering. Ever the practical person, she relates, “When
you meet a dancing rocket scientist, you try not to let him get away.”
They dated for seven years, giving Trannon time to hike the entire
Appalachian Trail and receive a graduate degree at MIT. They were
married in 2011. The second important event for Cari was being
hired to a tenure track position in dance at the University of Nevada
in Reno. Subsequently, she has become the first faculty member in
Dance at the university to be tenured.
Life in Reno is very busy for Cari. She has her own small dance
company that performs locally as well as national, including
four performances in New York City. She is currently working
on a proposal for a major in dance at the college and is teaching
classes in modern dance, dance history, choreography and dance
aesthetics. But more important than all of that was giving birth in
2013 to her daughter, Loie, named after the 19th century modern
dance pioneer, Loie Fuller.
As Cari reflects back on her Crater days, she is moved by the fact
that “my education at Crater fueled my passion for teaching and
mentoring my own students. Faculty like Sandy Robinson, Vince
Wixon, Ed Zobel and Judy Zukis ignited a fire in me that carried me
through my undergraduate and graduate study and plunged me
into a lifelong commitment to academia.” She goes on to write “But
it wasn’t only the education they provided in the classroom, it was
also the mentorship that these particular teachers offered outside of
class.”
As always, the Foundation Newsletter staff is awed by the way
so many Crater graduates have gone on to great success and, more
importantly, to making a positive difference in our world. We salute
Cari Cunningham as just that sort of person.
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Retired Teachers

Crater’s Class of 2015
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1952 – 1959
SHIRLEY SULLIVAN RAPP (52) – lives in Medford, Oregon with her
husband of 60 years. She became a Registered Nurse and raised four
children and all college graduates.
LOLA NELSON (56) – lives in LaPine, Oregon. She worked in the medical
field until retirement in 1997. Her husband Cliff passed away in 2012. Lola
loves to fish, hunt and travel.
1960 – 1969
JOAN LOFLAND REDHEAD (63) – lives in Central Point. Her hobbies
are animals, western art, ceramics and family. She was married to Mike
Redhead until 2000. They had two sons, Mark, who is in the field of
editing for Idaho State and Scott who lives in Olympia and is employed
with the State Police Crime Lab. Both sons graduated from college.
CHERI JEROLAMON (64) – lives in Springfield, Oregon. After working
for 20 years out of high school Cheri moved to Northern California and
attended college at Humboldt State University. She worked in the social
work field until her semi-retirement in 2013. She currently is a home care
worker for her mother in their home. She has one grown son.
LARRY HIGINBOTHAM (67) – lives in Olympia, Washington with his wife
of 45 years, Carol. After 22 years in the Army as a helicopter mechanic,
He retired in 1991, was a mechanic for the Tumwater School District and
retired in 2010. They have two daughters and three grandchildren. They
love to travel, camp, fish, garden and play with the grandkids.
NANCY MORLO JENSEN (67) – lives in Van Vleck, Texas with her husband,
Mike. They have no children but do have two adopted girls and one
adopted grandson. She worked in offices as an administrative assistant,
accounts payable and invoicing. She also worked as a barista in a coffee
bar in Bay City and waited tables for ten years at a local restaurant and
loved her work.
KATHY FROHREICH BROWN (69) – lives in Ashland, Oregon. Her
youngest daughter, Shannon, lives in Agoura Hills, California and her
oldest daughter, Kelly has her own business in Breckenridge, Colorado.
Kathy has traveled to the Bahamas, the Mexican Riviera and Alaska.

She currently is vice chair for the City of Central Point Multicultural
Committee, is on the City of Central Point Parks and Recreation Foundation
Board and is a volunteer at Richardson for the Kindergarten class.
1990 – 1999
THU TO (92) – lives in Oregon City with her husband and their teenage
daughter and son. Thu graduated from Oregon State University in
1996 with a degree in Human Development and Family Science. She
was employed by the Salvation Army in North Portland working with
teenage girls and teenage moms. She then began work for the State
of Oregon as a social worker, working with delinquent teenagers. She
then began working for the State of Oregon as an adoption worker and
also at Emanuel Children’s Hospital as a Child Life Therapist providing
support for children and families with serious. Her husband works for
the Portland police department.
CESAR BUGARIN (96) - lives in Chicago, Illinois with his wife, Monica and
their baby daughter, Nyla Luna. Cesar attended Massachusetts Institute
of Technology and Stanford graduating with a degree in mechanical
engineering. He worked five years in the engineering and business field
then transitioned into management consulting. Currently he works for
Asurion as part of its Channel Strategy and Management team.
RENEE FORD JIMENEZ (99) – lives in Portland, Oregon with her husband
of eleven years, Tony. They have three sons, Preston age 9, Parker age 6
and Pryce who is 2. Renee tells us she inherited two wonderful stepsons
Taylor 19 and Dylan 21 when she married Tony. Renee is a licensed Real
Estate Broker and her home office is Home Quest Reality which is based in
Southern Oregon. Currently she still works some transactions as they are
referred to her but spends most of her time as a stay at home mom. Her
husband, Tony is the General Manager for Lithia Subaru in Oregon City.

2000 - 2005
ERICA RODE (01) – lives in Minneapolis, Minnesota. Erica attended
Southern Oregon University and Oregon State University majoring in
education with a mathematics major. She graduated with a Master’s
1970 -1979
Degree in mathematics from OSU in 2009 and a PhD in mathematics
CONNIE JOHNSON SUMMERS (72) – lives in Fairview, Oregon with her
an statistics from OSU in 2013. She was an instructional assistant and
husband, Eric. They have two grown daughters and three grandchildren.
instructor at Linn-Benton Community College and a graduate teaching
Connie works at Kohls and Eric works for a steel company. Their favorite
assistant at OSU. Currently Erica works for Milliman, Inc. as an Actuarial
thing to do is travel somewhere they haven’t been.
Analyst in Minneapolis.
DON LIBBY (75) – lives in Medford with his wife, Dawn. They have three
JEFF BASSETT (03) – lives in Portland, Oregon. Jeff graduated from
grown children. After high school in served in the Army then worked at
Hillhaven Corporation for 12 years as an Environ Services Director. He then Claremont McKenna College and was a Medical Assistant at Southern
Oregon Pediatrics and as a Physical Therapy Aide for a Medford Sports
joined Omega Management and became General Manger at Horton Plaza.
H then became Corporate Director of Operations for Omega Management. Injury and Therapy Center. He is now a Patient Administration Specialist
He has run in over 20 Pear Blossom Runs and many 10K races. His wife is an at Oregon Health & Science University in Portland, Oregon.
LYNDSEY SHAVER (04) - lives in Vancouver, Washington. Lindsey
Accounting Assistant with Health Futures, LLC in Medford.
DEBBIE MCDONALD (75) – lives in Central Point. She attended Southern graduated from Oregon State University with a Bachelor of Science
degree in Political Science and then earned a Master of Public
Oregon University and earned a BS of Criminology Degree. She began
work for the Jackson County Sheriff’s Department as a Corrections Officer. Administration degree in Health Care Administration Management
from Portland State University. She worked as a Quality/Public Policy
She spent many years training new officers then worked as a Corrections
Specialist where she developed a release matrix, classification program for Intern, then a Project Coordinator and then as a Quality Coordinator for
Oregon Association of Hospitals & Health Systems. Currently she is a
prisoner discipline. In her free time she loves to travel and shop.
Quality Improvement Consultant for Peace-Health. Her hobbies include:
enjoying the outdoors, running, horseback riding, painting, reading and
1980 – 1989
a good happy hour with friends
BILL GILL (80) – lives in Medford, Oregon. He has become a mortgage
broker and works at Fairway Mortgage Company. He has seven children
ranging in ages from 12 to 33. He also has two granddaughters.
TAMMY ULM (83) – lives in Kent, Washington where she’s been for the
past 25 years. Tammy graduated from Oregon State University and is a
design engineer with Boeing. She has several designs that are currently
rater oundation nformation
being used in Boeing aircraft.
KIM BOREN WALLACE (84) – lives in Vernonia, Oregon with her husband,
Web Site: craterfoundation.district6.org
Don. They have and at two grown daughters. Kim attended Pacific
University, Oregon State University and graduated from Portland State
E-mail:
craterfoundation@district6.org
University in 1989 with a degree in advanced mathematics. She has
Facebook:
http://www.facebook.com/craterfoundation
taught advanced mathematics at the high school level and at Portland
Community College. Currently she assists her husband with their private
Telephone: 541-494-6308
land surveying company.
CHRISTINA RICHARDS GARRETT (89) – lives in Central Point with her
Mailing address:
Crater Foundation
husband, Justin. They have two children, Issie 6 years old and Levi 4. They
also have a 26 year old son living in Grants Pass. After attending U of O and
			
P.O. Box 5172
Willamette College of Law, Christina spent several years in South Carolina
			
Central Point, OR 97502
working for a trust company before moving back to the valley.
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RETIRING TEACHERS
These three retiring teachers Calie Kuehnert, Lynn Saaranen and Jim
Walley have spent a combined 85 years teaching in School District 6 and
impacted thousands of young people. It is safe to say they have made a
difference in the lives of thousands District 6 students.
Calie Kuehnert began working in School District 6 in 1984 as a science
teacher at Scenic Junior High School later Scenic Middle School. After 31
years in the District, Calie is calling it quits. She plans to travel with friends
and family and play a lot. She looks forward to getting involved with
activities that help people and kids in need. During her time at Scenic not
only did she teach but she coached volleyball and track, was an advisor
to Nike, REACH, Science Club, Honor Society, Leadership and TAG. When
asked about memories, she stated “loved all the wonderful kids and adults
that made my job more fun than work. She remembers all the field trips
to the coast, skiing, the forestry projects and wildlife parks. She fondly
remembers Campus Day, 8th grade dances, donkey basketball, the school
wide flag pictures and the opportunity to take kids to the Eagle Point National Cemetery to place flags before Memorial Day. “The best job ever!”

Left to Right: Kate, Makayla, Chase, Avery, Zach
CRATER HIGH 2015 VALEDICTORIANS

The Crater Foundation Newsletter is proud to introduce you to the 2015
Crater High School Valedictorians. We appreciate their accomplishments
and look forward to seeing their dreams becoming reality.
The School of Business, Innovation & Sciences is represented by
Zachary Burns, Avery Martin and Makayla McElrovy. Zachary is the son of
Trevis Burns and April Mercier. Zach will enroll this fall at the University
of Oregon and will take with him a 4.05 weighted GPA. He plans to major
in Pre-dentistry. Avery is the son of Michael and Kristeen Martin. Avery
carries a 4.04 weighted GPA and will enroll at the University of Oregon
this fall where he plans to major in biology. Makayla, the daughter of
Tommy McElravy, will carry her 4.04 weighted GPA to Southern Oregon
University where she plans to major in pre-optometry.
The Crater Academy of Health & Public Services is represented by Valedictorian Chase Whitten is the son of Kevin and Deana Whitten. Chase
carries a 4.17 weighted GPA and will enroll at Oregon State University this
fall where he plans to major in mechanical engineering.
The Crater Renaissance Academy is represented by Valedictorian
Kate Bailey. Kate is the daughter of Noah and Carol Bailey. She carries
a weighted 4.16 GPA and will enroll at the University of Oregon this fall
majoring in Geology and Art.

Lynn Saaranen, a Crater High graduate, began teaching at Butte Falls
and then took a position at Scenic Junior High School later Scenic Middle
School in 1988. After 30 years of teaching with the last 27 in District 6,
Lynn has decided to retire in order to spend more time enjoying her family, grandkids, parents and life itself. She also plans to continue traveling
with her husband who retired three years ago. They are volunteers for the
Foots Creek Community Fire and Emergency plan dispatchers and volunteer for the annual Holiday Toys for Tots Motorcycle Run. Lynn spent all of
her years in District 6 teaching physical education at Scenic. In addition to
her teaching assignment she coached track, cross country and was a rally
squad advisor. Lynn states, “There was never a bad day at school. I feel so
blessed to have been given the opportunity to teach in School District 6.”
Jim Walley began his career in School District 6 in 1988, teaching choral
music at Scenic Junior High School and Crater High School. In the more
recent years his teaching also included Hanby Middle school. After 27
years in District 6, Jim has decided to retire and enjoy his time away from
work schedules and deadlines. Jim Walley, the voice of the Comets, has
announced Crater football games for over 20 years and many years as
the voice of boys basketball. He hopes to remain the voice of the Comets
after his retirement. Jim tells us, “I am the most fortunate person in the
world to have worked in District 6. I could not have had a better job. The
students and staff I worked with were not only inspirational to me but
also professional friends that were great people to be around. I truly
loved the years I spent at Crater, Scenic and Hanby,”

Spring Sport Results
5A-3 Midwestern League

Now playing in the 5A-3 Midwestern League in all
sports, the Comets played against Ashland, Churchill,
Eagle Point, Marist, North Eugene and Springfield.
The Crater boys track team finished 3rd in the district meet and
11th at the state track meet. Junior, Walter Vail was state champion in
3000m and 3rd in 1500m; Freshman Andy Monroe was 4th in 3000m
and 7th in 1500m; Senior Devon Rodman was 12th in 3000m; and
Senior Ryan Davis was 3rd in shot put.
The Crater girls track team finished 2nd at the district meet and
10th at the state track meet. Junior Jordan Monroe was 4th in 3000m
and 6th in 1500m; Senior Bailey Bascom was 6th in 200m and 7th in
100m; and the 4x100 relay team of Cassidy Layton, Halie Walker, Paige
Berriochoa and Bailey Bascom finished 2nd.

The Crater girls’ softball team finished 4th in the Midwestern League
and proceeded to the state playoffs. They defeated Corvallis in a play
in game. They were defeated by Silverton 6-3 in the first round of state
playoff round. Crater’s girls finished the season with a 12 -16 record.
The Comet baseball team finished the season in 4th place in the
Midwestern League and proceeded to the state playoffs and defeated
Central in the play in game. They were defeated by Summit in the first
state playoff round 8 -0. They finished the season with a 11 - 17 record.
The Crater boys golf team did not qualify players for state
tournament matches however, the Crater girls golf team qualified
junior, Danielle Giles and sophomore, Kiana Oshiro. Giles finished 2nd
individually at the state meet.
Congratulations to all!

CRATER ALUMNI REGISTRATION

CRATER HIGH SPRING SPORTS
HOME SCHEDULES
1955 • August 15th • 12:00 - 2:00 •
Contact: Erma Layton - 541-664-2728
1960 • August 28th – 30th • Contact: Charley Warren 541-826-9383 or cmwarren@embarqmail.com
1965 • September 18th - 19th •
Contact: 541-891-5391 or craterhigh65@gmail.com
1980 • Contact: Irene Wold - Reunion Coordinator Alumni class.com/Crater/reunion-class-of-1980
1995 • Contact: Kimberly Clark craterhighschoolclassof95@gmail.com
2005 • Contact: Ben Taucher - 541-292-6691 or
JETWAY_BT@msn.com

FOOTBALL
Sept 4
11
Oct
2
9
30

Dallas
Paradise (CA)
Marist
Ashland
Churchill

BOYS SOCCER
Sept 1
Roseburg
5
Mazama
26 Eagle Point
Oct
6
Ashland
10 North Eugene
17 Springfield
24 Churchill
CROSS COUNTRY
Sept 9
Pre District Meet
Oct
14 Max King invitational
Oct
21 Conference Championships

VOLLEYBALL
Sept 3
South Medford
8
Ashland
22 Eagle Point
25 Churchill
Oct
1
North Eugene
8
Springfield
23 Marist
GIRLS SOCCER
Sept 8
Hidden Valley
15 Klamath
17 Mazama
22 Ashland
Oct
10 North Eugene
13 Eagle Point
24 Churchill

