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Crater High School didn’t exist in 1946 when Bill
Saxbury graduated from Central Point High School,
but we would have to look long and far to find a per-
son whose Comet “blood” runs deeper than Bill's. So
| think you can forgive us a bit when we bend the
Crater alumni rules a bit to honor Bill
Saxbury as this issue’s featured alumnus.

Bill moved from Missouri to Oregon
when he was twelve and his father went
into the furniture business with his uncle in
Medford. After one year in junior high
school in Medford, Bill found that the “big”
city schools weren't to his liking, so he
opted to come to Central Point to finish out
his schooling. He hasn't looked back since.

At Central Point High School, Bill
emerged as a three-sport letterman, but
basketball was his favorite. He remains today a
champion of all sports for boys and girls and has
attended more Crater athletic events over the past
45+ years than any one in town.

Since Mr. Saxbury's family was involved in the
furniture business, it was only natural that Bill and his
bride, Mary Jo, gravitated to that business. They
begin in the 1950’s with a Central Point business,
The Furniture Barmn, which they co-owned with Bill's
Uncle John. Bill and Mary Jo sold out their share of
The Furniture Barn to John in 1955 and moved to a
Medford furniture store for three years before coming
back to Central Point when Bill's uncle died. They
took over the business, and Saxbury Furniture quick-
ly became a mainstay of the Central Point business
community.

Besides being heavily involved in developing a
business and raising a family, the Saxbury’s became
strong community members. After a ten-year stint on
the Central Point City Council, Bill served two terms

as Mayor of Central Point. In addition, Bill is a former
president of the Central Point Lions Club and the
Central Point Chamber of Commerce.

The Saxbury family gives an annual scholarship
to a graduation Crater senior who has participated in
athletics while remaining a good citizen
and student. Plus, Mr. Saxbury continues
his long-term service on the Crater High
School Athletic Advisory Committee.

The Saxbury Furniture Store spon-
sored uncountable youth baseball and
| basketball teams over the years; Bill
| helped build the Crater High School foot-
ball stadium and contributed to the con-
struction of the Crater track and weight
room and, when the school district had to
drop some junior high athletic teams
because of funding problems, Bill stepped in to not
only fund a team but to coach it as well.

Both of Bill and Mary Jo's children graduated
from Crater, and he has grandchildren in the District
#6 educational system right now. His son, David,
graduated in 1970 and his daughter, Debbie, in 1974,
The whole community was saddened by David's
untimely death in February of 1998, but even this
tragic event did not diminish Bill's love for kids and
his community. He remains true to his early calling.

“Growing up at home, our phone rang too many
times to begin to count,” says Debbie Saxbury. “Dad
got a lot of calls from players and even coaches look-
ing for help. When people had problems, everyone
said to call Bill Saxbury to see if he could help. If Dad
could help, he did.”

Congratulations, Bill on your productive and car-
ing life and for being such a Comet believer.



WHERE

1952 - 1959
CARL JANTZER (52) - lives in Shady Cove, Oregon with his
wife Joyce. Carl works for General Machine Works in Medford.
GAIL SKYBMAN ROBINSON (55) - lives in Alexandra, Virginia
where she is the President of the American Counseling
Association.
BOB ELDEN {53} - lives in Portland, Oregon and works for Snap
on Tools covering Oregon and Washington. They have two
grown daughters,
STEVE PARRISH (57} - lives in Eugene, Oregon and is a super-
visor for a construction company. He has three grown children.
WARREN STRAUS (58) - lives in Ashland, Oregon with his wife.
Warren is an art teacher at Ashland High Schoaol.

1960 - 1969
BECKY FERRELL ESTREMADO {61) - lives in Gold Hill with her
husband Jim. Becky has just retired after 30 years as an ele-
mentary teacher at Patrick Elementary School in Gald Hill.
TOM RICHARDSON (67) - lives in Medford with his wife Judy.
Tom has just retired as an elementary teacher at Central Point
Elementary School. He has been a licensed river guide for 29
Years.,
SKIP BOGENOFF (82) - lives in San Francisco with his wife
Mancy. Skip is a Union Sheet Metal worker and has been
involved in the construction of buildings in San Francisco, Union
City, Chicago and Phoenix to name a few.
GENE “SKIP” WING (66) - lives in Stanley, North Dakota whers
he is a Division Manager for Offerman and Company, an invest-
ment company.
WARREN COOPER (69} - lives in Medford with his wife Paula
and two children. Warren is General Manager of Butler Ford in
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1970 - 1979
LARRY WASHBURN (70) - lives in Salem, Oregon with his wife
and two children. Larry is a property appraiser with a private
appraisal firm.
MARLA JANTZER KURESA (74) - lives in Sacramento,
California with husband Suki and five children. Marla is a Human
Resources Manager for a law firm in San Francisco.
KEVIN MCCOY (78) - lives in Wilsonville, Oregon with wife and
two children. Kevin is an international sales manager with
OREFAC building products.
BRETT MOORE (78} - lives in Central Point with wife Juana and
two children. Brett is manager of the W.LMOORE L.L.C. con-
struction company, a longtime family business.
MARLA FLYNN MASTERS (79} - lives in San Jose, California
where she is a tutor for a Tutoring Club. She has four children
ages 13, 10, 9 and 2 months.

1980 - 1988
DEBBIE DICKERSON RIVERS (82) - lives in Vancouver,
Washington with husband and three children. Debbie was an
activities director for Fashion Institute of Design and
Merchandising in Los Angles for 8 years.
RON BRUTON (83) - lives in Orange, Texas with his wife and
two children. Ron is a chemical engineer with Firestone.
MITCHELL ROBINSON (84) - lives in Fairbanks, Alaska with his
wife and three children. Mitchell is a Senior System Analyst for
Alaska Volcano Observatory and Alaska Earthquake Information
Center.
DR.MIKE WARREN (86) - lives in Central Foint with his wife Lori
and two children. Mike is a Doctor of Chiropractic medicine and
has his own clinic, Crater Chiropractic Clinic in Central Point.
DAN HURWITZ (87) - lives in Washington D.C. with his wife Lisa.
Dan is an analyst for Capital |, a financial service firm.

NOW?

Our alumni business person featured in this edition of
the Crater Alumni Newsletter is Vernon Gebhard, a mem-
ber of Crater's first graduation class in 1952. Vern has
been a self-employed rancher for the past forty years with
his major ranching and farming efforts taking place on the
family farm in Sams Valley.

While at Crater, Mr. Gebhard participated in track and
field and especially the Crater FFA program. Vern is a
charter member of the Crater FFA and served a term as
treasurer of this long-standing premier Crater program.
Vern maintains that, “the skills that | learned through my
vocational agriculture classes and FFA, I'm still using
today. Public speaking and a sense of community involve-
ment were lessons learned that | still benefit from. Leonard
Kunzman (his FFA advisor) was a friend and an excellent
role model.”

Upon graduating from Crater in 1952, Mr. Gebhard
spent four years at Oregon State University, earning his
B.5. Degree in 1956, After a three-year stint in the U.S. Air
Force, where Vern earned his pilot wings, he returned to
the Gebhard Farms and has been farming ever since.

The Gebhard Farms, like many modern day farms, is a
multi-faceted operation consisting of raising beef cattle,
alfalfa hay, grain and seed crops. His business philosophy
has not wavered these past forty years. “The family farm
is nol only an occupation, it is a way of life. We strive to
leave the land and other natural resources in better condi-
tion for the next generation. Farming is one of the few
occupations left where you are your own boss. However,
weather, market conditions and other things that you have
no control over, make it a challenging occupation.”

The Gebhards have remained very active in their com-
munity. Vern is in his thirty-third year on the Board of
Directors of the Grange Co-op in Central Point, serving as
chairman for thirteen of those years. Lenore, his wife of 41
years, is a mainstay of the local 4-H community and is
completing her twenty-first year on the District #6 School
Board, currently serving as Board Chairman.

All of Vern and Lenocre's children are Crater gradu-

ates: Lisa (76),
I '\

Brian (80), Carrie
(83) and Leslie
(87).

The one piece of
advise that Vern
would give the
schools is to “con-
i tinue to instill and
strengthen the
character traits
that are so essen-
tial for success.”

The Crater
Alumni Association
§ salutes our busi-
ness person of the
issue, Vern
= ahhard







