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If we were limited to a two word description of this
issue's featured alumnus, it would be “public servant”.
Jack Snook, Crater grad of 1968, had built a professional
and personal life around public service, and his many hon-
ors and rewards attest to this.

By his own admittance, Jack was not an honor student
at Crater. In fact, with tongue-in-cheek, he relates that
“without people like me at the bottomn, it would
not be possible to have anything to compare the
top 5 percent to.” His later academic record
does not speak to this shaky start.

At Crater, Jack lettered in baseball, basket-
ball and football, but it was in baseball that his
talents really surfaced. He was selected to first
team for the Southern Oregon Conference and
for two years received First Team honors from
the American Legion Southem Division. His
baseball prowess earned him a baseball schol-
arship to Blue Mountain Community College in
FPendleton.

His best high school memories revolve
around baseball. As Jack writes, “Coach Dave Love and
Harvey Tonn developed a relationship with 12 players that
none of us will ever forget. Looking back, the sacrifice they
made as coaches, the fact that the program was flat broke,
the cbstacles we overcame as a group, and all the expe-
riences we shared as family was very special. They were
the epitore of what coaches should be to players.”

He maintains that it was the influence of sports that
played a big part in molding him as a persen and provided
him with survival tools that he carried into his professional
life.

Jack Snook’s post high school education chart shows
three degrees from three separate colleges. This includes
an Associate Degree in Fire Science from Rogue
Community College, a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Fire
Administration from Southern Oregon and a Masters in
Public Administration from Lewis and Clark College.

His career was launched in Jackson County Fire District
#3 where from 1969 to 1982 he progressed from fire fight-
er to deputy fire chief. From there he moved to Lake
Oswego as their Fire Chief, a position he held from 18982-
86. From 1986 to 1995, Jack served as the Chief
Administrator for the Tualatin Valley Fire and Rescue
Deoartment Currently he is President and CEO of an

emergency services consulting group.

His list of volunteer activities is impressive and includes
serving on the Central Point City Council and taking one
term as Mayor of Central Point. He is an active member of
the Tigard Rotary Club, sits on the Board of Directors for
5t. Mary's Home for Boys where he volunteers on a week-
ly basis and is a volunteer for the Oregon Donor Program
by mentoring pre-transplant patients.

This extensive background in wvolunteerism
has led to numerous honors and awards includ-
ing a Presidential commendation from Ronald
Reagan for contributions toward volunteerism
in America and the coveted State of Oregon
Gold Trumpet Award for work in fire prevention
and public education. His most endearing
honor, however, is a framed poster presented
by the boys at St. Mary’s Home for Boys stating
why they liked Chief Snook so much.

Jack's wife of twenty-eight years, Joan
(Czmowski), is a 1970 Crater grad. Together,
they have raised three children: Kimberlee
(28), Amber (25) and Jamie (21). They live in West Linn,
Oregon.

Jack Snook's very full and rewarding life took a dra-
matic turn in June of 1993, This life altering event is best
experienced through Jack’s own words:

“I entered a local Portland hospital for a wvoluntary
surgery. | awcke fourteen days later only to be advised
that | had received a heart transplant. This was the result
of an error being made during the initial operation, result-
ing in a massive right side heart attack. | laid without a
heart in a room full of machines and pumps for three and
one half days prior to the transplant. My family could only
sit by and hope for a miracle. Well that miracle came.
Thus, began a struggle to survive and later, the need for
major adjustments in my life. | had received the gift of life.
What | learned by that experience is: life is fragile; the gift
of choice is a big gift; a positive attitude is critical; and sup-
port groups (particularly family) do make a difference. To
me, when it's all said and done (and usually more will be
said than done) what it's all about is...People.”

We couldn't say it any better and certainly not with as
much passion. The Crater Foundation takes its hat off to
another Crater graduate who is making a difference.



WHERE

1950 - 1958
CHARLES GILCHRIST (52) - lives with his wife of 46
years in Bothell, Washington where he is semi retired but
works part time at a wholesale parts salesman for a Toyota
dealer. He has 2 grown children.
MARVIN BOHNERT (54) - lives in Central Point with wife
Pat. Marvin has just recently retired as a manager for the
Grange Coop. They have 2 grown children.
CLAYTON BROWN (55) - lives in Central Point with wife
Jesse. They own Brown's Hardware store in Central Point.
VICKI {NOEL) CHAPMAN (56) - lives in Kirkland,
Washington with husband Dan. They own a land develop-
ment company and Vicki owns a business which does itin-
eraries to Alaska. She has 2 grown sons.
GEORGE GILMAN (58) - lives in Medford, Oregon, where
he is the director of the Foster Grandparent Frogram.

15960 - 1969
GLEN COTE (60) - lives in Medford, Oregon where he
works for Asante in Grants Pass. He has been a Physical
Therapist for over 30 years.
PAUL BRANSOM (63) - lives in Eugene, Oregon with wife
of 31 years. Paul has retired from the Eugene Fire Service
after 28 years. They have 3 grown daughters.
BOB TURNER (64) - lives in Klamath Falls, Oregon where
he is senior vice president for Jeld-Wen window and door
factory, a position he's been in for 26 years. Married to for-
mer Linda Walker.
LINDA (WALKER) TURNER (65) - lives in Klamath Falls
with husband Bob. Linda is a secretary for the Oregon
State Association of Hospitals and also serves on the
Board of Directors for Merle West Medical Center.
TERESA (BROWN) LOVELACE (67) - lives in Shelley,
Idaho with husband of 25 years. Works for Washinton
Mutual Bank and has 5 children and 2 grandchildren.

1970 - 1979
DEBBIE (TAYLOR) ROSS (70) - lives in Medford with
husband Dan. They have 2 daughters. Debbie teaches at
Jewett Elementary School in Central Point.
PHYLLIS (ROBERTS) MCKINNEY (70) - lives in
Traveerse City, Michigan with her husband and 2 children.
Phyllis is a substitute teacher.
KEVIN AGUIRRE (72) - lives in Salem where he is an
Assistant Administrator of Operations for Oregon
Department of Justice, Support Enforcement Division.
BRIAN OLSON (75} - lives in Canby, Oregon where he is
part owner of Ernie Graham Oil Company.
JEFF FEABODY (77) - lives in Central Point with his wife
Michelle and their 3 children. Jeff has worked in the main-
tenance department for the Central Point School District
for the past 19 years.

1980 - 1987

TERI (GATES) CHOW (81) - lives in San Jose, California
where she works for a computer company.

JAN (PATTERSON) WOOD (82) - lives in Medford with
husband George Wood (82). Jan teaches 1st grade at
Howard Elementary School in Medford, and George is a
trucking firm manager.

DAVID MISNER (83) - lives in Medford with wife Nancy

NOW?

and their 2 children. David works for McDonalds where he
has been employed for the past 16 years.

DIANE (BYERS) WOLFF (85) - lives in Medford with hus-
band Dan and 2 children. They own Wolff's Exxon Service
Station in Ashland.

MATT MEUNIER (87) - lives in Medford and currently is a
physical education teacher and head basketball coach at
Crater High School.

BUSINESS FEATURE

Crater High School graduating class of 1866 can be
proud of fellow graduate, Dave Mills. Encouraged by
teacher/coach Dave Love, Mr. Mills was active in basket-
ball throughout his high school years and received the free
throw trophy his senior year. He credits his success to
Coach Love for his endless support and encouragement.

After graduation, Dave worked as a wash boy a
Skinner-Buick-Cadillac. He then served a tour of duty in
Vietnam, reaching the rank of Sergeant before returning
home to the Rogue Valley.

Upon his retum he worked for Jay Allen Automotive.
Jay was his inspiration and many of Dave's attitudes about
business were leamed from him.

Having worked in all aspects of the automobile busi-
ness, Dave is now owner and manager of Airport
Chevrolet and along with his parners is Director of
Southern Oregon Subaru-Mitsubishi-Volvo. Dave's leader-
ship abilities have earned him the respect of his “family” of
employees. His philosophy for success in his businesses
is, very simply, “treat people in a manner that will give
them a reason to want to continue doing business with
me.”

Dave and his wife Janice are the proud parents of two
sons: Greg, 20 and Doug, 15. Their home is in Medford.

When asked what schools should do to prepare stu-
dents for the working world, Dave responded, “Teaching
young people to give their very best everyday will guaran-
tee success in life.”

Being able to give back to the community that has given
so much to him has been one of Dave's greatest achieve-
ments.

Once again, congratulations to Dave Mills, another very
successful Crater High graduate.







