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Qur featured alum-
nus for this edition of
the Crater Alumni
Newletter is Louie A.
Heaton, currently of
Peoria, Arizona.

A 1971 Crater gradu-
ate, Mr. Heaton, while
at Crater , distinguished
himself in cross coun-
try, band, wrestling,
school paper and espe-
cially the Future
Farmers of America. In
fact, Louie served two
years as President of
the Crater FFA Chapter,
one of the strongest
Chapters in the State.
He states that one of
his greatest honors,
through his FFA
involvement at Crater, was being allowed to “present
a speech at graduation.”

After graduation, Louie enrolled at Southern
Oregon State College for one year, but with a low
draft lottery number, he opted to enlist in the United
States Air Force (USAF) after that year was up. He
spent six years in the Air Force and ended up travel-
ing over a good deal of the continental United States.

After his discharge from the USAF and armed
with multiple commendations and a good deal of Air
Force and college training, and after a couple years’
work for Eastman Kodak, Mr. Heaton found himself
in 1982 starting a career with Lockheed Martin
Tactical Aircraft Systems as a principal engineer.
This job, which he is still doing, has involved a good
deal of travel in and out of the United States with the
main customers being either the USAF or a foreign
military air force. As a result, the Heaton family has
lived in such exotic nlaces as Sinagapore and Turkey.
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He writes that “My job consists of bringing new air-
craft weapons’ systems or aircraft modifications to
operational status once fielded to the customer.”

Louie is an active member of his community by
being very involved in church activities, especially
men's ministry activities. As such, he has taught
Sunday School, has served as a deacon in his
church, and served as a school board president for a
New Mexico Christian School.

In his spare time he enjoys writing and has been
published in both Christian and technical magazines.

Mr. Heaton met and married his wife Valerie in
New Mexico over twenty-two years ago. This union
has produced two children, Christopher (22) and
Christine(19). Louie relates this “my wife has great-
ly enhanced my social graces, a full time job in itself.”

Mr. Heaton reminisces that he has “good memao-
ries of the friends and activities” from high school. He
further advises that “I have learned that we can take
nothing for granted and anything worth having is
worth the hard work to keep it, marriage being at the
top of the list.”

The Crater Foundation applauds Louie Heaton
as another Crater graduate who is making a positive
difference in our world.
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1950 — 1959
DOREEN (BOHNERT) BRADSHAW (54) - lives on the
family farm in Central Point with her husband Don.
RICHARD RALLS (55) - lives in Seaside, Oregon where
he is minister of the Assembly of God church.,
ROBERT JOHNSTON (55) -lives in San Francisco,
California where he works for CNN television
FRED HERRMANN (57) - lives in Eagle Point, Oregon
with his wife the former Dixie Walker (57). Fred is owner
and general manager of the Medford Timberjacks profes-
sional baseball team.
HELEN (HOOD) BYERS (57) - lives in Central Point with
her husband David (57). Helen is the head secretary at
Crater High School, a position she's held for the past 15
years

1960 - 1969
LARRY RYERSON (61) - lives in Phoenix, Oregon with
his wite Sandy. Lamy is a PE teacher and coach at Scenic
Middle School in Central Point where he has been for the
last 27 years,
JERRY O'CONNER (64) - lives in Fallon, Nevada where
he owns and operates Sierra Jewelry and Loans.
KAREN (JANTZER) LYNCH (67) - lives in Central Point
where she is an elementary school principal at Jewett
Elementary School, a position she has held for the past 4
years
SHEILA (CRETTON) HENSON (67) - lives in Central
Point with her husband Steve 67. Sheila is a middle
school teacher at Hanby Middle School in Gold Hill
LINDA {(SNOW) JACOBS (69) - lives in Central Point with
her husband Dave who is a teacher at Crater High School.
Linda and Dave have 3 children, Tim 20, Mike 16, and Jill
10.

1970 — 1979
TOM BARTLEY (72) - lives in Beaverton, Oregon where
he is a senior financial planner for Smith & Bamey.
CURT JOHNSON (74) - lives in Medford with his wife and
2 children. Curt is part owner and Broker for Oregon
Opportuniies Real Estate
DAN BROWN (76) - lives in Central Point with his wife
Cindy. Dan is an officer on the Central Point Police
Department and currently works as a drug enforcement
officer for Jackson County Narcotics.
JERI (EVANS) KEETON (76} - lives in Ashland, Oregon
with her husband and daughter. Jen works for Westem
Bank at the main branch in Mediord.

1980 — 1987
DIXIE (BYERS) HOCKEMA (80) - lives in Albany, Oregon
where she works for Good Samaritan Hospital in Corvallis
She has 2 children, Jeff 7 and Jamie 5.

NINA (LINDGREN) BINDER (84) - lves in Eagle Point
with her husband and is a professional barrel racer on the
rodeo circuit. Nina has just gualified for the National
Rodeo Finals that will be held in December in Las Vegas,
Nevada.

SCOTT JOSEPH (85) - lives in Gold Hill with his wife
Denise and their small son. Scott is a fourth grade teacher
at Patrick Elementary School in Gold Hill.

SCOTT MOORMAN (86) - lives in Hillsboro, Oregon
where he works for Intel.

APRIL (HANSEN) BAJOROS (87) - lives in Chandiler
Anzona where she works as an operations manager for a
mortgage company.

CRATER'S OTHER CHAMPIONS

When people hear the term “Champeons™ used in reference o
a school like Crater, most immediately think in terms of athletic
successas, and rightly so because Crater has a long record of
many of those. Many in this community would be surprised o
learn of the other group that has generated considerable recog-
nition for Crater, not only at the state, but also on the national and
intematonal levels. The group is the Craterr FFA chapler and its
record of accomplishment s much kike the UCLA of old and their
domnation of NCAA basketball

Crater FFA's 1997 State Championship in Livestock Judging
is the 8th for the school and the greates! number of any high
school in Oregon since the FFA began holding the conlasts in the
early 1920's. Crater has also won championships in 1988, 1990,
1991, 1994, 1995 and 1996. They were the runner ups in 1987,
1989 and 1993 and finished third in the state in 1986 and 1981

in 1995, the teamn from Crater won the National Livestock
Judging Contest, heid in Kansas City, Missouri and in the sum-
mer of 1996 they competed al the Royal Highland Show in
Edinburgh, Scotiand where they won the beef cattle division of
the Stocksmanship Programme
Crater FFA has also been recognized with other champi-

onships at the state level. Teams from Crater won the state
championship in Horse Judging in 1994 and 1995, Agriculture
Sales in 1994, Nursery and Landscaping in 1982 and Floriculture
in 1981

The 1997 State Champion Team, pictured at the Oregon State
Fair includes David Krebs, Ayan Coffman (also the stale ndmnd-
ual champson), Luke Wells, Lindsay Greb, Shauna Rice and
Coach John Dirmack
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On October 10th six additional members of the Crater
High Athletic Hall of Fame were inducted. These new
members are:

LEONARD WARREN — was the first varsity coach of
Crater High football and basketball programs. He was
instrumental in the selection of the school colors and the
athletic nickname ‘Comets’. He also was instrumental in
the building of the football field and stadium. While coach-
ing at Crater, his teams were league champions 4 times in
football and 4 times in basketball. His 1953 football team
defeated Medford Senior High before they belonged to the
Southern Oregon Conference. That was the only time
Crater defeated Medford Senior High School in football. In
1964, Leonard became vice principal at Crater and in
1968 he moved to Eagle Point to become principal and
later assistant superintendent.

LLOYD HOFFINE - was coach, athletic director and
assistant principal for 35 years at Crater before retiring in
1993. One of the most successful basketball coaches in
the schools history, he started the girls basketball program
in 1977. Under his leadership as Athletic Director, Crater
waon 20 conference championships. He was instrumental
in building the new gymnasium, Anhorn baseball complex,
the weight room and the new track. Lloyd is a member of
the Southern Oregon University Hall of Fame where he
was an outstanding basketball and baseball player.

HARVEY TOMNN (55) — winner of 10 varsity letters in foot-
ball, basketball and baseball. Harvey was all conference in
football and basketball. He played basketball and baseball
at Southermn Oregon University and baseball at Linfield
College. He was a teacher, coach, athletic director, assis-
tant principal and principal at Scenic Middle School for 33
years before retiring in 1997. He is a professional starter
in track having started the last 15 Southern Oregon
Conference meets as well as working college meets. He
coached Malot's Mudhens mens fast pitch softball team to
5 consecutive state championships. Harvey was awarded
the John Pence Award for the outstanding Middle School
Principal in Qregon in 1995,

MIKE GLINES (63) — winner of 10 varsity letters in base-
ball, basketball and football. Mike was all conference in
football, basketball and baseball his junior and senior
years. He played football at OIT where he was the starting
guarterback. While in Viet Nam, he was awarded the
Purple Heart and the Bronze Star with V for Valor. He
coached football at Central Catholic High School in
Modesto for 10 years, at Modesto Jr. College for 10 years
and has recently returned as head coach at Central
Catholic. His teams at CCHS have a record of 84 wins and
12 losses.

BILL BARTLEY (69) — winner of 9 varsity letters in foot-
ball basketball, baseball and track. Bill was all conference
first team in football his junior and senior years. He partic-
ipated in the Morth-South Shrine game and went to the
state track meet in the 100 yard dash. He was a 3 year let-

terman in football at Oregon State University where he
was selected defensive player of the week in the PAC 8
and was selected to the PAC 8 all conference defensive
team his senior year. As a senior, he was second in the
nation with 8 pass interceptions for NCAA football. He
played in the East-West Shrine all star football game in
San Francisco. Presently, Bill works for Wells Fargo
Securities.

KRISTA PARENT (79) — winner of 10 varsity letters in vol-
leyball, basketball, tennis and track. Krista was selected
as the outstanding athlete her senior year. She was all
conference 3 years in basketball, 2 years in volleyball and
was 3rd team all state her senior year in basketball. Krista
was a 4 year varsity letter winner in softball at University
of Oregon and played in the National College World Series
in 1979-80. She has been a teacher and coach at Cottage
Grove High School, was a competitive body builder and
currently is assistant superintendent at South Lane Schoal
District in Cottage Grove.

The names of all inductees will be placed on display in the
lobby of the Crater High School gym. Additional former
athletes will be inducted during the winter and spring
sports seasons. We encourage alumni to send nomina-
tions and information fo Dave Ormr at Crater High School.
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Once again it is a pleasure to update my fellow “
Crater High School grads with information about
the Crater Foundation. We are now beginning our
6th year of operation and are steadily increasing
our net worth which translates into more help for
needy students and additional scholarships for
District 6 students. This past 1996-97 school year
we managed money that awarded 24 scholar-
ships totaling $17.317.

We continue to work toward our goal, by the
year 2000, of being able to offer to each graduat-
ing senior who wants to continue his/her educa-
tion, a scholarship to any trade school, technical
school, community college andfor 4 year college
or university. Hopefully, some of you will find a
way to help make this goal occur.

Finally, as a reminder, we need your $10 dues
to be able to continue the publication of these
newsletiers. Please return your dues and any
other information with the registration form on the
last page to Willeen Bittle at the address listed.

Thank you once again for all your support ofJ

the Crater Foundation and the Alumni Association.







