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Crater High School didn’t exist in 1946 when Bill
Saxbury graduated from Central Point High School,
but we would have to look long and far to find a per-
son whose Comet “blood” runs deeper than Bill's. So
| think you can forgive us a bit when we bend the
Crater alumni rules a bit to honor Bill
Saxbury as this issue’s featured alumnus.

Bill moved from Missouri to Oregon
when he was twelve and his father went
into the furniture business with his uncle in
Medford. After one year in junior high
school in Medford, Bill found that the “big”
city schools weren't to his liking, so he
opted to come to Central Point to finish out
his schooling. He hasn't looked back since.

At Central Point High School, Bill
emerged as a three-sport letterman, but
basketball was his favorite. He remains today a
champion of all sports for boys and girls and has
attended more Crater athletic events over the past
45+ years than any one in town.

Since Mr. Saxbury's family was involved in the
furniture business, it was only natural that Bill and his
bride, Mary Jo, gravitated to that business. They
begin in the 1950’s with a Central Point business,
The Furniture Barmn, which they co-owned with Bill's
Uncle John. Bill and Mary Jo sold out their share of
The Furniture Barn to John in 1955 and moved to a
Medford furniture store for three years before coming
back to Central Point when Bill's uncle died. They
took over the business, and Saxbury Furniture quick-
ly became a mainstay of the Central Point business
community.

Besides being heavily involved in developing a
business and raising a family, the Saxbury’s became
strong community members. After a ten-year stint on
the Central Point City Council, Bill served two terms

as Mayor of Central Point. In addition, Bill is a former
president of the Central Point Lions Club and the
Central Point Chamber of Commerce.

The Saxbury family gives an annual scholarship
to a graduation Crater senior who has participated in
athletics while remaining a good citizen
and student. Plus, Mr. Saxbury continues
his long-term service on the Crater High
School Athletic Advisory Committee.

The Saxbury Furniture Store spon-
sored uncountable youth baseball and
| basketball teams over the years; Bill
| helped build the Crater High School foot-
ball stadium and contributed to the con-
struction of the Crater track and weight
room and, when the school district had to
drop some junior high athletic teams
because of funding problems, Bill stepped in to not
only fund a team but to coach it as well.

Both of Bill and Mary Jo's children graduated
from Crater, and he has grandchildren in the District
#6 educational system right now. His son, David,
graduated in 1970 and his daughter, Debbie, in 1974,
The whole community was saddened by David's
untimely death in February of 1998, but even this
tragic event did not diminish Bill's love for kids and
his community. He remains true to his early calling.

“Growing up at home, our phone rang too many
times to begin to count,” says Debbie Saxbury. “Dad
got a lot of calls from players and even coaches look-
ing for help. When people had problems, everyone
said to call Bill Saxbury to see if he could help. If Dad
could help, he did.”

Congratulations, Bill on your productive and car-
ing life and for being such a Comet believer.






