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Qur featured alum-
nus for this edition of
the Crater Alumni
Newletter is Louie A.
Heaton, currently of
Peoria, Arizona.

A 1971 Crater gradu-
ate, Mr. Heaton, while
at Crater , distinguished
himself in cross coun-
try, band, wrestling,
school paper and espe-
cially the Future
Farmers of America. In
fact, Louie served two
years as President of
the Crater FFA Chapter,
one of the strongest
Chapters in the State.
He states that one of
his greatest honors,
through his FFA
involvement at Crater, was being allowed to “present
a speech at graduation.”

After graduation, Louie enrolled at Southern
Oregon State College for one year, but with a low
draft lottery number, he opted to enlist in the United
States Air Force (USAF) after that year was up. He
spent six years in the Air Force and ended up travel-
ing over a good deal of the continental United States.

After his discharge from the USAF and armed
with multiple commendations and a good deal of Air
Force and college training, and after a couple years’
work for Eastman Kodak, Mr. Heaton found himself
in 1982 starting a career with Lockheed Martin
Tactical Aircraft Systems as a principal engineer.
This job, which he is still doing, has involved a good
deal of travel in and out of the United States with the
main customers being either the USAF or a foreign
military air force. As a result, the Heaton family has
lived in such exotic nlaces as Sinagapore and Turkey.
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He writes that “My job consists of bringing new air-
craft weapons’ systems or aircraft modifications to
operational status once fielded to the customer.”

Louie is an active member of his community by
being very involved in church activities, especially
men's ministry activities. As such, he has taught
Sunday School, has served as a deacon in his
church, and served as a school board president for a
New Mexico Christian School.

In his spare time he enjoys writing and has been
published in both Christian and technical magazines.

Mr. Heaton met and married his wife Valerie in
New Mexico over twenty-two years ago. This union
has produced two children, Christopher (22) and
Christine(19). Louie relates this “my wife has great-
ly enhanced my social graces, a full time job in itself.”

Mr. Heaton reminisces that he has “good memao-
ries of the friends and activities” from high school. He
further advises that “I have learned that we can take
nothing for granted and anything worth having is
worth the hard work to keep it, marriage being at the
top of the list.”

The Crater Foundation applauds Louie Heaton
as another Crater graduate who is making a positive
difference in our world.
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